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Shanghai wharf Coolies Life Improverent Society - pamphlets in 


support of, found in Jesefield Areay O.OeLbe 
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Copies of a pamphlet entitled "An Urgent Manifesto issued 


by the Whole body of the Shengnai Municipality Wharf Coolies" 
advocating ‘wharf coolies to render support to the*Shanghai 
Wharf Coclies Life Improvement Society 0 LBP RIM FIT SLE st ) 
were found pasted o9n electric poles in the Jeasfield area on 
October 18, 1938. A full translation of the pamphiet (a copy 
ie attached herewith) reads as follows:- 


“AN URG.: “ MANTFSSTO ISSUED BY THE WHOLE BODY OF THE 
Ss GHAT MUNICIPAL WHARF COOL 


“we, Teai Yoong Sung GRE )», ete., varticipated 
in the "Shanghai Wharf Goolies Life Improvement Society t 
under the leadership of Kying Sze Chuen GRILHE ) with 
a view to struggling for the betterment of the treatment 
of the wharf coolies. Thies Society has been registered 
with the Central and Local Kuomintang 

“When the Sino~Japanesz hostilities broke out last 
year, we all went to work with the armier in the front 
to fulfil our duty towards the country with the reeult 


that the Society became temporarily inactive. 


S "Tau Taung Chu ckAsD )» Heia Vung Yoong Gx a3 
Ss. 


Pas and Wu Dah Teung (RK GR ), availing themselves upon </ 
; Of, tnie opportunity formed an illegal body called the @wharr 
7.2: Coolies Association 3, Br AEA ye They are at present 
P- Planning to overthrow thie Society by firet causing dis- 
a6... eension among ite members, 


"All the wharf cooliee are urged to support thefLife 


gl 


Improvement Society*and not to recognize thetwWharf Cooliesa 
Association.* 
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"The superior organ has been requested to investigate 


the dispute while the wharf coolies are hereby appraised 
by thie manifests of what nad actually teken place." 

Tt will be recalled that the"Shanghai Wharf Coolies Life 
Improvement Society"was formed on 28/5/36 by a number of persone 
headed by one kying Sze Chuen ($424the) with the object of first 
gaining influence over wharf coolies and then extorting money 
from wharf authorities by demanding from the latter payment of 


fees for every package of commodities loaded and unloaded at 


the whaerfs, ite main office at No.736 Chung Kung Road (Military 


Road), O.OeLe, was raided and suppressed by the Chinese Police 


On April 10, 1937, while its branch in the Settlement at 10/625 


Yunnan Road was closed by the Municipal Police on February 19, 


1937, as their existence was deemed by the authorities to be 


undesirable, Since then the members of the Society have not 


been heard of, 


The recent appearance of pamphletea in the Jeasfield area 


shows that the members of the Society Possibly taking advantage 


of the absence of a wharf cooliest union here since the outbreak 


of the Sino-Japenese hostilities in 1937, intend to revive ite 


activities, 
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Date.. Ss fences oF Eos r Pa es 


‘ Shan: i Wha Sooli bs ls 
Subject... Shanghai dharf Coclies fe impr 


On “October 20, 1937, a notice signed by one “ire Kying i 


Sze-chuen , chairman of the Shanghai Wharf Coolies Life improve- 


Ment Society, now Gefunct, was inserted in the advertisement 


are 


columns of the Sin VW@n Fao warning all wharf coolies who 


members of the above 


mentioned Society to suard asainst -being 
utilized or employed by the "enemy" for the transportation of 


' ammunition and soods cr in any other _capacity. the notice 


save 
—o 2ddress or any other particulars which would shaw the origin 


Of The notice. 


"7 —nguiries made at the offices of the Sin W&@m Pao learned 
- that on October 1°, a male Uninese called at the above offices 
— and requested the staff to publish the above notice. The charge 
H—~-tor publishins the notice way duly paid und the person who ten-=_ 


Gered it left witsout +tiving nis name or address. 


[. V. ean #3 Will be seen from the attached reports, the Shanghai 


Wnarft Coolies Life improvement came into existence on Liay 28, 


eG 19356 and application by the Society to resister -rith the local 


il! —Kuomintang was refused by the said Authorities. ts offices  _ 


ope = 6 Chung Koong Road, 0.0.1. were raided and closed down 
- d “5 the Shanghai City Government Police Bureau on April 10, 1937 

- fb? atit__a@nd since that time nothing has been heard of it. 
/ ae Ee 


it wouid apoear that the executive members of the above 


ER IER AS ND SMT pect enn ne Araneae 


"eke an 8 § mentioned Society taking advantase of the present disturbed 
= 
gh j times eviijentiy intend to revi ira 
w ‘ 
Ae on fe ove he aca wha 20 es 
; it is furtner learned that the local Kuomintang lHead- 
i . = t ffice 
i Y ae to prohibit the publication in Oca newspapers o 


oe 


October 20, 1937. { 


Afternoon Translation. 


Ta Kung “Pao and other local newspapers s- . 


PREC AU Tr NS 4GaINST RKERS BEING U ZED BY THE = FY 
WHARF CoOlT=e Lire TuPROVEUEN T coors ay Seas: z WOTICE x 

On October 19, the wharr Cooliest Life 
Improvement Society issued the following circular notice 
addressed to all wharf scoolies :s- 

“The country is face to face with a grave crisis, 
It is a motter of Grief thac some wharf coolie being 
utilized by the enemy. Mr. Yin Hsia-sung (4 % 3 3° 
Chairman of the Society, has asked the higher Suthofities 
for permission to reorganize this Society. A notice has 
been received from the authorities stating that the Matter 


‘has been referred to the local Tangpu to be dealt wi th. 


"At the present time when the nation is engeged 
aim a war of Ggefence, the people should Support the Government 
so as to strengthen the resistence to the enemy. This 
Scciety hereby warms ail wharf coolies who are registered 


@r goods or to undertake any other work on behalf of the 
enemy. The pretext that they had been compelled to wo ric 
for the enemy will not be accepted. 

“This Society will deal most severely wi th 
any coolie committing the above of fences. 
Will request the authori ties to give compassionate grants 


to a coolie who has been injured because he had refused to 
work for the enemy”. 


Sn Wan fro - Prt. Ze -1e-3° 
WHA WO) Wa NOT TO WORK FOR HNEMY 


The following notice published by the Shanghai 
Municipality Wharf Coolies' Livelihood Improvement 
Association appears in the advertisement columns of the 
*Shun Pao" and other local newspapers to-day ?- 


"Owing to lack of organization amcng local 
wharf coolies, it is regrettable that a number of them are 
worki fo the enemye The request made by Mre Yih aAuh- 
sing C¥ Ge }, Chairman of the Board of Directors of 
this association, for a re-organization has been approved 
by the highest authorities who have dircsted the local 
Tangpu to handle the mattere 

"In view of the national crisis, all wharf 
hands should work in unison for the support of the 
Government e apart from drawing up conmprete measures 
for the relief of unemployed wharf workers, this association 
hereby warns all workers who have registered themselves 
with this Agsocgiation to refrain from being utilized or 
employed by the enemy for the transportation of munitions 
and gcods or in any ig ecapacitye The pretext that 
they had been compelled to do so wiih not be entertained. 
Should such a aase come to the khowledge of this “es ociation, 
the cffender will be severely dealt with. This ~ss0cGiation, 
howevers will request the authorities to grant compensation 
to workers who have been injured or otherwise ill-treated 
for refusing to work for the enemy." 


Draft of letter to be written in Chinese. 


General Tsai Chin Chun, 


Chief of the S.C.G.Police Bureau. 


Sir, 

In reply to your: letter No.4, dated 
April 19, 1937, I have the honour to inform you 
that the Shanghai Wharf Coolies Life Improvement 
Society has been inactive since its offices at 
736/8 Chung Koong Road were raided and closed down 
by your Police Bureau on April 10, 1947.2 Another 
office of this Society at No.12, Lane 286 Canton 
Road, cccuyvied by the Jing Ji Cotton Hong, closed 
dadown in April owing to lack of financial supporte 

I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


kD 


Deputy Commissioner 
(Svecial Branch) 
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Section 1, Special Brancbhyi/t/4/ 


aialieaaid Dare.... Tune. Bs... .r9 37. 
Subject... Shanghai Wharf Caolies Life Improvement Society — further report. 
Mads by + Shih Ssu-ehien Forwarded by..-1 Baga. 9) AJ. 


—....... With reference to the attached letter from the Shanghai 
City Government Police Bureau regarding the above subject: __ 


discreet and careful enquiries have been pursued at various __ 
_wharves in Shanghai, but no evidence has been obtained to show 


—_that there has been any rewewal of activity by the Shanghat __ 
Wharf Coolies Life Improvement Society, since its offices at 
6/8 Chung Koong Road, O.Ocbe were raided and closed down by __ 
—-the_Shanghai City Government Police Bureau on April 10,1937. 26 
—___At_the end of February, 1937 several responsible members 
of _this Society established an office in the Jing Ji Cotton Hong 
—8t Noel2, Lane 286 Canton Road, but this office was subsequently 
i. eLosed down because of Jack of financial support. = 
i The Society's former offices at Noel0, Lane 265 Yunnan 
---Road, which was closed down by Municipal Police on February 19, _ 
--L937 was periodically visited by detectives, but no migna of 
renewed activity were observed. _ 
_________ Detectives have been instructed to keep this matter in _ 


view, and anything of interest wilt form the subject of another 


Form 226 


T.-H. 1000. 2-36. 
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SHANGHAI MUNICIPAL POLICE .- 


S.ti.r. Headquarters, 
Shanshai. 


Sirs, 
In reply to your letter of lLiarch 27, enclosing a copy 
of a Police Report on the subject of tne Shanghai sharif coolies 


Livelihood Improvement association at 110.736 Chun Koons Road 


viet 


a@rda copy of it: rerulations, I have to inform you that our 
Ying Ziane Kong Wranch Bureau was instructed to have the 
institution suvpressed imrediately. later a renort was 


received from the Wranch Bureau to the following effect:- 


VOR crit tae Ea te 


"In accordance with your instructions enquiries were 
institutecdc by Inspector Yao Vung Yiner attached to the Chun 
Koons Road Sub Station and it was ascertained that some 
members of the staff secured their vositions in the institution 


by puttins Pp ee securities and that the Chairman , FKyunr 

Sze Chuen # qe % >» was in Nanking and the officer in charre, 
Yanz Nai Vue (ED )}, could not be located. It has a committee 
for the control of the cash securities established on premises 
Wo.e10, Zane 265, ‘Yei Toh T-i alleyway off Yunnan Road. The men 


sent out by the institution tc carry out its activities appear 
to be engaged in fraudulent practices. The furniture of the 
institution has been sealed up ane the landlord of the premises 
ordered to sign a bond not to lease his premises avain to those 
for the formation of illegal organisations. Huang Shou Shek 
and others, members of the Association, having made statements 
expressing their repentance have returned to their native places, 
but Chi Yuin Chien, Zing Paung Yen, Taung T.i Zunsz and Yoh Yonr 
Kong, who were Yeluctant to furnieh bonds and instigated others 
to ignore our order, have been expelled from our @aistrict. 

It has .aliso been learned that the officer in charge is now 
carrying on his etivities in the so-called "Jing Ji Cotton 
Honme" ! (> BP }, at No.12 Koons Zung Ti (@"% B ) of F Canton 


= Road" 


As No.12 Koong Zung Li, Canton Road, is situated within 


r jurisdiction, I have to inform you as above and hope you 


a ( . Tsai Chin Chun 
i 


oy Chief of the S.C.G.P.B. 
Ws 
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S.2,Special..BranchS sexo, _ 

REPORT 
DIRE. occicsis April 169. 1rgoS?e9 
Subject... Reported closure of the office of the Wharf Coolies Life 
aeeaseetend sear Improvement Society by Chinese Police, 

CET aa 5) a RS, : 6 o> SA a eae Forwa ‘ded by......... Supte Tan Shao-liange oo. 


Dr. Hung Chi telephoned stating that as a 


result of observations kept at the office of the Wharf a eee 
Coolies Life Improvement Society at 736/8 Chuny Kung Road, a 
the ying Ziang Kang Police became satisfied of activities 5 ease 
being resumed at the above office. They raided the place 7 
_on April 10, and seized all the furniture. No arrests 

were, however, made but the landlord was taken to the © tee ie ee 
Police Station afterwards and ordered to sign a bond — 
declaring that he would not sub-let the premises to any ae 


persons engaged in political activities in future. 


a a ae 


es Super ints: ndente 


Ct: 


D. C. (Special Branch). 
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REPORT 


Subject Srangheai Wharf Coolies Life Improvement Society. 


ri J ae 
Made dy....DaSele. Shin Ssu-chien. Forwarded byrne afte... GED, Ff as os Be at 


ee ._ #elative to the report of March &, 1937 regarding . 
_the above subject furt i W that the above 


_orgenization, situsted at No.736/S Chung Koong Road, O«eQelse in 
not yet dissolved despite the fact thet a certein amoumt of ___. 

_pressure hes been broucht to berr upon it by the City Folice 

Bureau. some time ago, Leo, 

A number of members freauently attended the office _ 


of the Society during the day, end one named Wong, Secretary of . 
the organization has been seen in the office precticaily every 
deye The full title of the Society is printed on the tap of a _ 
wooden hut which is situeted in front of the Society premises 


end is used as *Registr-tion Room' of the Society. Rules 
_the staff and a chert siving the positions of yorious _ 


" | Society*s premises, A number of chairs hearing Chinese characters 


endesyvouring to obtain a permit from the Ministry of Interior _ 

_@llowing the Society to function. <A copy in printed form of the 

rafted regulations of the Soviety, wag obtaimed from the ssid 

Secretary, and is summerized hnereunder:— es 

ee 1. All wharf coolies over the ¢ge of 16 yetrs may become 
members of this Society; 

2. The member entrance fee is 20 cents, snd the monthly 


members A 
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to establish employment bureaux; _ 


b/. To establish clinics snd nurseries for the . 


ss members; 
2 cf, To establish co-operative societies; 


_ ee Y, To est@=blish lLibr=ries and newspaper reading 


_Toomss oe , ea ie a 


£7. To estadvlish recreation clubs for coolies; 


__.._____ gfe To promote enterprises which will improve the 


ees — 2 - DeSele 2 —_ 


DeCe(Special Branch). 


; File No. .........- 
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* hie 3 " 
™~ ° S.2,Specia}.. Branch. Saw, 
REPORT “a 
Date....... March..155./437- 
Subject ......... Shanghai Wharf Cooliea Life. Improvement... Socde tye cece eee 
Made F and Liw-Forwarded by... Pte Tan Shao-liang. 


Dr. Hung was very surprised when the_information _ 


contained in the attached report was conveyed to him werbailly 


on instructions, he had raided the office of the Shanghai __ 


envelopes, files and the signboard of the place. This 


have not carried out any activities, such as holding meetings 


on March 9. He stated that on February lst the Inspector 
of_the ying Ziang Kang Police Station reported that, acting = 


Coolies Life Improvement Society at 736/8, Chung Kung ___ 
Road (Military Road) and seized a quantity of letter paper, 


Road, although continuing to pay the rent of the house, sain 


etc. There is no signboard exhibited inside or outside 


the premises and the Police of Ying Ziang Kang have been 
instructed to be on the alert and to take steps as soon as 


such activities are discovered. 


ee: Sea ee, ae a 


SHANGHAI 


Section i, 
REPORT 


With reference to the above subject, enguiries show 


—__265 Yunnan Road was closed down on Februery 39, 121937 by the —__ 
__Municipal Police in compliance with the request of the Shanghai. 


__ City Government Police Bureau, the head office of this Society — 


| et Houses 736/8, Chung Koong Road, Chapet, is still in existence 
and no action seemed to have been t aken by the City Police Bureau 


| gor _its suppression. ___—_ : 


oe a ag ae ES) learned_that efforta are atill heing made 
__by the promoters of this Society to obtain a permit from the 
Chinese Authorities to allow it to function. — 


oe ee 


= ee oo = eerie rae i DeSele 


D.Cce (Special Branch). 
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that although the branch office of this Society at House 10, Lane’) 


ts heaadn 
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With reference to the attached file on the Shanghai 3 


Wharf Coolie Life Improvement Society, with an office at 265/10 ; 


_Yunnan Road, I have to revort that on February 19th 1937, this’ 


ergen was ordered by Folice of Louza Station to cliose downe 


Further visits were made on February 22nd and 24th, when on 


the latter date it was found that they had ceased to function _ 


and had vacated the prenisese ‘ a ee 


oved to 736 Chung Koong Road, Chapei-. 


fs: it is believed that the society in guestion has eee 
J remo 


__X am, Sir, 


neem eT IT Le NRE tA Mie BE >. 
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| ___sCLWth reference to the remarks of the DeCe (Special _ 
—__Branch) on the attached translation of a Despatch Letter from — 
—_the Shanghai City Gove questing. the .__—_ 
__Municipal Police to suppress the branch office of the Shanghai — 
—__Wharf Coolies Life Tmprovement Society at Noel1O Lau Wei Loh Li, 

unnan Road, enquiries mace by this section elicit the following 


information: -— 


The Society was established on May 28, 19365 with its 
head office at Noe763 Chung Kune Road, O.Osel. Shortly afterwards 

__a branch office of this organization came into existence at Noe 
29 Sze Ming Li, Avenue Duba French oncession, but,under _ 
the pressure of the French Police, it removed and opened up at — 


NO ots D ns ws Road O eptembe 9 5 re ms ned 


atter address until about two months ago when it had to remove. 

—_again by order of the City Police, and it is now located at Noe 

10 Lau Wei Loh Li, Yunnan Roade 
The object of the society, it is claimed by the promoters, 


RT tn ar are ee 
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...Forwarded by 


— .the funds. thus obtained. _ 


ee pany ene rennet made efforts — 


——to_secure permission from the Chinese -authorities to enable. them 
—to_push the movement, but have met _ with negative resulteae For _ 
- this reason the majority of the promoters are Gissatisfied with 
ring Sze -Chuen, a responsible figure in the seciety, and 
Shave arisen between the two Ppartiese The latest brawl 


————Iudging from the circumstances it would appear that the _ 
organization is nothing but a body of racketeers whose sole 
object is mak 


ng _money e 


Sts existance is certainly unde sirable, 
and 


QO this reason the French Police and the Nantao Police have 
; from fun 


Wee Reese 


iD fore 
Translation of vespatcech No.109 from the Se se oe 27 


Government Police Bureau. 


January 30,1937. 


“vo the Shanghai Municipal Frolice.e 


#A letter No.6589 has been received from the 
Local ‘‘tangpu stating that despite the fact that 
an order was issued for the dissolution of the 
Wharf Labourers Life Improvement scciety, this 
body is still functioning secretly at Noe 763 Chung Kung 
road and No.1Q@, Lau wei Loh Li, soochow Road. ‘the 
responsible persons are the promoters Ching Sz Choen 
and Li Pah Liange ‘the letter requests the Police 
Bureau to suppress this Society. 

Apart from instructing the Ying Hsiang Kong 
Police Station to act accordingly, I am writing to 
request you to make investigations with a view to 


suppressing the above mentioned Society. 


soo Lee Bing, Chief secretary, 
for Tsai Ching Chun, 


i) Commissioner of Police Bureau. 


=~ 


Sr g SHANGHAI MUNICIPAL POLICE. ve ge > eos 
Sel, Special Branch ...s@emion, == f | 

sia Pinte Bitmap fo... we 36. 
Subject.........Snanghnai My nicipality Wharf Coolies Life Improvement Society... 
ae Ape i eS tah nhl i A tad ncn ee Sateen Oe ceca ceoressenieetouticn 
Made by...........DeS0....Leckwood Forwarded by... Mows Bs, espera ? 
-—.._____._._ The Shanghai Municipality Wharf Coolies Life _ — 
Improvement Societ _ c, BR2A. ARMA came —s 
into existence on May 28, 1936 with a head office at No.~736_ —— 


Military Hoad, Yanetszepoo, 0.0.L., and a branch office at. 
a 
alleged 
—to.29_S: ing Li, Avenue Dubail. of this society .- 
__is_ to promote mutual friendship among wharf coolies and to _ 


improve their livelihood. It is now being managed by the _ 


__ followings committee members :- 


____s— Executive Committee 2 ee a ee 


ce ie Keats "aoe - 

J 
ete at Zao Bei-zoen ae { 
___._Wu_Yuin-oning _(#e)*P poy) 


—__..._.____ Wong Yoon EZ xe 
oo _ _ Kying Sze-chuen 
i... Supervisory Committee : 


lave! 


JG Pah-liang _ _kvee 


= Liu_Yoh-zai ro< 
y |. Yue Siao-pan 


In the forenoon of September 8, a dispute took place sce 


between Kying Sze-chuen (ZB (Zz Le) » & member of the Executive 
Committee and two Chinese named Zien Siu-tsing (Ay 4 8 ) 


and Loh Tsai-fah He Be) over the question of employment. 
According to Zien Siu-tsing and Loh Tsai-fah, Kying Sze-chuen 
had promised to employ them in the capacity of foremen at a 
month salary of $60 provided that they subscribed $150,00 
each towards the expenses of forming the society. Kying Sze- 
h h a 3 t ley Z : 
and ob as or emen and ha hey g Oo 9 ¢ peventeen 


promoters 
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Kying Sze-chuen stated that the society was promoted 


by seventeen persons, of whom the following are the leading __ 


_._members :- | rdeire petit ne aes ES 


___Za0 Bei-zoen  _(2A4 G@#'), unemployed... 
= ss Wu Yuin-ching (#) ESF), ni nicknamed Yar Kai-hwa 
= > 


= <i}, a loafer. — 


___._._ Wong Yoong-nien ca? ee vale 


Questioned regarding the standing of the society, _ 


_Kying Sze-chuen stated that although applications had been Peg 
__ made to the local Tangpu and the Bureau of Social Affairs ans 


___. for registration, no permission for the inauguration of ——- 


|... ._ the society had heen obtmined.,. 
He claimed that the society had some 600 members _ 


who are wharf coolies in Chinese controlled territory and _ 
French Concession. These coolies are required to pay $0.50 : 
@ month each as membership fees, but to date no contributions 
have been collected, In order to cover the expenses of the 
| ss goctety, the promoters have subscribed some $5,000.00. The 
month expendi Ss approximately $160.00 and a total of 


$6,'700,00 has been spent since the formation of the society. 
It is worthy of note to state that Kying Sze-chuen 
was sentenced in 1927 to 8 months imprisonment on a charge 


of demanding money by threats and in 1955 to one year's 
C imprisonment on a charge of attempted extortion. 
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Shanghai Municipality 
Society - holds socia 2 


A social meeting attended by approximately sixty members 


of the Shanghai Municivality Wharf Coolies Livelihood 


763 Military Toad, 0.0.L., was held at =, 


Improvement Society, 
between 4 peme 


the Nantao Branch Office, 685 Chung Hwa Road, 


and 5.30 pem. Octover 21. During the function, it was : 
decided to warn all members against being atilized by 2 
# 


unemployed workers and reactionary elements to create 


disturbances. 


erie 


